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I. Landfill Factoids
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© 2009 Planet Green.com, a Discovery co.
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Landfill Factoids

1. Average human = 1,500 pounds of garbage / year (4.5 lbs. / day)    --
1,200 pounds is organic waste

2.   No one produces more trash than the U.S. (2009)
5% of the world's people generate
40% of the world's waste

3. In 2013,Americansgenerated about 254 million tons of trash. We 
recycled and composted about 87 million tons of this material
= 34.3 % recycling rate. (US EPA; 2013)

4. In NYC, 25,000 tons of municipal solid wastegenerated / day (2009) 

http://www.recycling-revolution.com/recycling-facts.html
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2006/10/new_york_city_waste.php


5. Annually, America's landfillsbecome home to
Á 1,600,000,000 pens 
Á 2,000,000,000 razor blades 
Á 2,548,000,000 disposable diapers
Á 220,000,000 car tires *

6. The average baby uses 6,000 diapers
Å 49 million disposable diapers / day in the U.S. 
Å 200 to 500 years to decompose

7. Decomposition timesvary widely. 
Banana peels 2-10 days 
Cotton: 1-5 months 
Aluminum cans: 80-100 years 
Glass bottles: 1,000,000 years

Landfill Factoids

http://www.recycling-revolution.com/recycling-facts.html
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/home-garden/green-glossary-diaper-dilemna.html)
http://socyberty.com/issues/strange-trash-facts


8. Largest τAmerica's largest landfill, Puente Hills Landfill,LA 
50 years in operation, the landfill grew higher than 500 feet. Closed in 2014.
Highest, 6th largest landfill --Mount Rumpke," Rumpke sanitary landfillin Hamilton 
County, Ohio towers 1,075 ft. above sea level; 230 acres

9. Landfills release gases, primarily carbon dioxide, methane, and carbon 
monoxide. However, "landfill gas" is a potential source of alternative energy; 
natural gas for electricity, heat in managed landfills. 

10. The U.S. has a LOT of landfills!
Á 1,794 landfills (Planet Green; Discovery, 2009) 
Á 3,091 active landfills and over 10,000 old municipal landfills, according to Zero 

Waste America, citing the Environmental Protection Agency

Landfill Factoids

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumpke_Sanitary_Landfill
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/tech-transport/green-glossary-landfill-gas.html
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2008/05/landfill-gas-energy-biogas.php


II. Why are landfills a focus of 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΚ



Landfill Trends

1. They are filling up

2. Some are closing

3. Some states have placed a moratorium 
on new landfills

4. Increased disposal, transportation costs 

Why focus on landfills?



5. Geographic stigma: 
Áά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ 

ƛǘǎ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊǎέ
Áά²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀȅ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴέ

6. Toxic waste into water table?

7. Gas leachate = GHG emissions

Why focus on landfills?



8. Wasted resources 
ά²ŀǎǘŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƻƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴέ 

9. Managing waste well = eco-responsible

10. Humankind is affecting the 
environment--cumulative effect

Why focus on landfills?



III. What can manufacturers do?



What can manufacturers do?

What are manufacturers doing?



So, what can manufacturers do?

Go For Zero!
zero landfill, zero waste



Manufacturers going zero

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǊŜƴŘƛƴƎΗ

#zerolandfill

#zerowaste

#zwl

#ZWTL  

#landfillfree



Manufacturers going zero

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ

More than half of FORTUNE® 500 companies 
have waste reduction goals

37 of FORTUNE® 500 have zero waste-to 
landfill goals



Manufacturers that have achieved zero landfill, 
virtually zero landfill, or have zero landfill goals

ABB 

Abushardware/ABUS Hardware (Shenzhen)  

Aviva  

Bridgestone Americas Wilson NC

.ǳǊǘΩǎ .ŜŜǎ

Crown Lift Trucks

Daimler  

Freightliner Custom Chassis Corp.

GAF Material/TPO Plant  

GAF Material/EverguardTPOPlant  

Manufacturers going zero

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ



General Motors  

GlaxoSmithKline  

Haworth

Honda 

Hypertherm

Kroger manufacturing plants 

Landfill Forms

Mayer Brothers / West Seneca NY plant

National Office Furniture, a division of Kimball International  

Nestle

Northrup Grumman

Manufacturers that have achieved zero landfill, 
virtually zero landfill, or have zero landfill goals



Purdy Professional Paint Products

RB, London, zero waste to landfill in Europe, North America

Schick, Milford, CT 

Shiloh Industries

Starbucks Coffee; York Roasting Plant  

Panasonic 

Subaru 

SunPower®, Mexicali, Mexico

Toyota  

Unilever

Manufacturers that have achieved zero landfill, 
virtually zero landfill, or have zero landfill goals



V Reduce

V Reuse

V Recycle 

V Compost

V Recover energy-
from-waste

IV. Go For Zero! How?
zero landfill, zero waste



Go For Zero! How?

1. Source reduction
Engineer to reduce waste generated



2. Reuse

FCCC uses reusable, returnable 
metal racking

Honda of South Carolina Mfg. 
returnable, reusable metal crates

Go For Zero! How?



In-plant sorting system_
Purdy Professional Products, 
Sherwin-Williams

Segregate waste for collection_FCCC

Go For Zero! How?

3. Recycle



Go For Zero! How?

4. Compost



Go For Zero! How?

5. Recover energy from waste

ÁCombustion 
ÁBiogas (food, farm animals) 
ÁLandfill Gas Capture
ÁAerobic Digesters



Go For Zero! How?

6. Cultivate zero waste culture 
(Cradle-to-cradle, 
Circular Economy)

.ǊƛŘƎŜǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ¢ƛǊŜǎп²ŀǊŘ



Go For Zero! How?

7. Use recycled content 
(create demand) 

CƻǊŘΩǎ Repreveupholstery fabric , made 
from 100 percent recycled materials


